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''NO RETREAT ON CIVIL RIGHTS''
••ti' n•CI ••cl' ••ti' anac•
PUBLICIZING THE 'SILENT MARCH'
AUGUST 26, 1989
Publicizing the rationale and details of The Silent March to a wide audience is a key component in building up
support and enthusiasm for this important endeavor. It should not be assumed that every one and every institution
· in your city is familiar with the situation that had resulted in the decision to have amarch, or with the unique nature
of a Silent March.
Therefore, some degree of public education is in or¢r and this can most effectively and efficiently be done, given
the lateness of the hour, through the media.
Several suggestions are offered.
A.PRESSCONFERENCE~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

1. The purpose of calling a press conference is to explain the gravity of the recent Supreme Court decisions
and why the March has been planned. Simply stated, the march expresses the concern of our community over
the negative impact of these decisions and alerts the American public to their danger. The march will also send
a message to Congress that prompt legislative remedies are needed.
2. The press conference should also play up the connection between the 1989 March and the 1917 March.
Infonnation on the earlier march has been provided in a fact sheet.
3. Details should be made available on the expected local involvement.
4. A contact point should be given for further infonnation.

B. NEWSRELEASE

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

1. A sample press release has been provided your branch and simply requires the insertion of local data.

2. As local planning begins to come together, additional releases should be issued with fresh infonnation.

3. Be certain to give contact point for further infonnation.
~INTERWEWSHOWS ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

1. Interview shows on radio and television are extremely helpful in that they allow more time for explanation.

Efforts should be made to secure exposure on such shows.
2. The selling point is that the NAACP representative is prepared to talk about a major news development
from a local perspective.
3. The major points to emphasize in the interview (and this can be shared with the program host) are:
A. Why the march is taking place.
B. The nature of a Silent March.
C. Description of the 1917 march and what it meant.
D. Local involvement.

D. PUBUC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS ~~~~~~~~~~~
Free media is a valuable tool in promoting the NAACP's SILENT MARCH. Radio and television stations
usually will interpret the cause as apublic service activity and will provide time and space which most NAACP
- branches could not afford to purchase commercially.
Ask the disc jockey to plug the Silent March with informational announcements similar to those that
follow.
Radio and TV stations should be asked not only to cany Public Service Announcements but to allow you to
use their taping facilities for production of PSAs.
The attached suggestions are listed for your consideration and may prove helpful to your branch. You are
encouraged to develop additional spots that are unique to your community.

In the past several months, the Supreme Court has dealt some severe blows to
civil rights. On Saturday, August 26th the NAACP is sponsoring a Silent March in
Washington D. C. to protest those decisions and to call on Congress to pass laws to
correct them. This historic demonstration needs the support of all sectors of the
African American community. For infonnation on how you and your organization
can take part, call the (name of branch) branch of the NAACP at (telephone
number). This is a pu_blic service announcement of this station and the NAACP.

Civil rights are under attack and this can affect you and your family. The
Supreme Court has struck down four civil rights victories, one after the other. It's
time we fought back. The NAACP will be doing that with a Silent March in
Washington, D.C., at high noon on Saturday, August 26th. The march will both
protest the decisions and call on Congress to take action. The entire nation will be
watching and you are encourage,d to be part of this historic moment. For more
information call the(nameofbranch)of the NAACP at(telephone number.) This is
a public service announcement of this station and the NAACP.
A lot of African Americans have gotten hot under the collar after reading about
how the Supreme Court has been striking down civil rights victories, one right
after another. Now it's time to do something. On Saturday, August 26th, at high
noon, the NAACP is sponsoring a Silent March in Washington, D.C. to protest
those decisions and to call on Congress to do something about them. You, your
church, your organization and your club should be there. Let's make our voices
heard. For more infonnation call the (name of branch) of the NAACP at (telephone
number). This is a public service announcement of this station _and the NAACP.
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